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IBO Mission statement: 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and 

caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through 

intercultural understanding and respect. 

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international 

organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and 

rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, 

compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their 

differences, can also be right. 



 

  



ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY 

 
“IB students act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for 
the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own 
actions and the consequences that accompany them.” (IB Learner Profile, International 
Baccalaureate Organization, 2013) 
 
In order to learn to act in a principled and responsible way with respect to their own work, 
students have to understand the concept of academic integrity. They also have to understand 
what is considered as academic misconduct and how it is dealt with in the school and by the IBO. 
Our practices with respect to academic integrity are outlined in this Academic Integrity Policy. 
 
 

A CULTURE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
 
All members of the school community are expected to act in an honest, principled and responsible 
way in their dealings with each other and in the performance of their work. This is modelled by the 
school leadership and in various collegial groups. A culture of academic integrity, which in the 
Finnish context is supported by a society-wide tradition of trust, is thereby upheld and hopefully 
transmitted to the students. 
 
Students are encouraged to show their own thinking, ideas and personal engagement in their 
work. This does not mean that they are left alone with their assignments or that every idea in their 
work should be their own. Instead, students work under the guidance of their teachers and are 
encouraged to seek help from them if facing problems in their work. Also, students can and should 
use a wide variety of source to inform their work, and it is an increasingly important skill to learn 
to recognize what are the characteristics of reliable sources of information. But whenever using 
ideas or work of others, this needs to be clearly stated.   
 
 

PRACTICES TO PROMOTE ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
The following practices promote academic integrity in our school community:  

 Academic integrity is discussed with all IB teachers, students and parents, with the help of 
this policy. 

 IB students are introduced to the concept of academic integrity, responsible use of media 
and information and referencing styles in their IB skills course during the pre-IB year and 
these skills are re-enforced and practiced during the Extended Essay process.   

 In individual subjects, 
o Students are given guidance in researching, planning and writing their assignments 

and are encouraged to seek help from teacher if facing difficulties with their work.  
o Teachers spend time with the students giving guidance on when and how to include 

attributions in their work.   

 The school is using Turnitin.com as a learning tool and to check all bigger assignments.  



 Students are required to sign a declaration stating that all the work they submit for 
assessment is their own authentic work. 

 
The school does not prescribe one style or degree of detail in attributions; what is appropriate 
depends on type of assignment, subject and context. The general guideline is that students learn 
to acknowledge: 

 Direct quotes 

 Information from several sources expressed in their own words 

 Someone else’s ideas, even if they are paraphrased 

 A part or all of someone else’s design 

 An image/data from someone else’s work 

 Information from the Internet, or any electronic media 

 Information from oral communication with others. 
 
 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
 

“The IB defines student academic misconduct as deliberate or inadvertent behaviour that has the 
potential to result in the student, or anyone else, gaining an unfair advantage in one or more 
components of assessment.” (Academic integrity, International Baccalaureate Organization, 2019) 
 
The IB classifies two types of infringements: malpractice that happens in relation to written or oral 
coursework and examinations, and misconduct during examinations.  For each type of possible 
infringement in these two categories, a penalty matrix describes the types of penalties that are 
given by the IB, following a cooperative investigation by the school and the IB (Academic integrity, 
International Baccalaureate Organization, 2019). The IB penalty matrix is shown to IB students as 
part of their introduction to academic integrity.  
 
At a school level, there is a need to view academic misconduct in a less categorical way: learning 
to be an honest, principled and responsible student is a learning process. Student academic 
misconduct can happen in any piece of work and at any point over the students’ three-year stay at 
our school. Depending on the type and degree of misconduct and maturity of the student, a 
different approach to dealing with suspicion of malpractice is appropriate. In the beginning of their 
school path, a more corrective approach with emphasis on student responsibilities may be 
justified, whereas later on, a more penalty-oriented approach is likely to be called for. It is always 
important to understand the context in which the student has engaged in malpractice and all 
cases of suspected malpractice are to be fairly, transparently and swiftly investigated. 
 
 

INVESTIGATION OF ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
 

Investigation of misconduct with respect to formative work and coursework not yet submitted 

to the IB 

 The teacher will notify the IB Coordinator if malpractice is suspected and any suspicion of 

malpractice will be kept confidential. 

https://resources.ibo.org/ib/topic/Academic-honesty/works/edu_11162-58121?root=1.6.2.8.9&view=div&lang=en&odd=ibo.odd#id-966d70a5-fef8-42e0-bd28-bb6ffb798b48


 Possible malpractice is investigated, and the student will be heard. Parents are informed of 
the investigation. 

 The teacher and IB Coordinator will determine if malpractice has taken place based on 
information acquired in the investigation. 

 If evidence of malpractice is confirmed, the student and parents will be notified of the 
consequences:  

o The work/exam has to be rewritten.  
o The students’ grade on the assignment and consequently, the school’s internal term 

grade for the subject may be lowered.   
o If the malpractice continues the student may be given a written warning by the 

Head of school and the student may face a temporary suspension  (Finnish 
legislation for secondary high school §26). 

 
Investigation of misconduct with respect to final coursework already submitted to the IB and IB 

examinations 

 School informs the IB of suspicion of misconduct and provides the evidence (in the case of 
examinations, this is done within 24 hours of the examination).  

 The IB requires the school to carry out an investigation, involving submission of standard 
statements from all parties involved and other required documentation.  

 Cases of suspected academic misconduct are reviewed by an internal panel consisting of 
members of the IB’s Assessment Centre and final decisions are subject to approval at the IB 
Final Award Committee. 

 If the case of confirmed, a penalty will be applied according to the IB penalty matrix.  
 

POLICY EVALUATION 

This policy is reviewed by IB teachers biannually and as part of the IBO 5-year self-evaluation 

process. Latest update: August 2020.  


